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Heard on High
FPC Columbia’s Heard on High is published monthly for all members and friends of First Presbyterian Church

You are a broken man, or you are a broken woman. I am a broken man.
Henri Nouwen writes, “Our brokenness is so visible and tangible, so concrete and specific that it is often
difficult to believe that there is much to think, speak or write about other than our brokenness.”
Those words come from a Dutch-born Catholic priest, professor and psychologist.
Nouwen taught psychology at the University of Notre Dame and pastoral theology at the Divinity
Schools of Yale and Harvard. He left academia to become the pastor for L ’Arche Daybreak, a
community for people with intellectual disabilities.
A master communicator, Nouwen wrote and spoke with great openness and vulnerability about faith,
spirituality, prayer, justice, and other themes related to one ’s walk with Jesus Christ. He wrote
thirty-nine books that have been translated into more than thirty-five languages.
Despite the popularity of Nouwen, here was a man filled with doubt, loneliness and despair.
Perhaps that is why so many have found him engaging. They could relate to his feelings. The only
place Nouwen ultimately felt loved was in a facility for handicapped people. It was there, he said, he
felt most comfortable and most valued.
The world can be a brutal place. Sometimes one must look long and far for good news.
Surprisingly, Nouwen offers a way to more joy and happiness in our lives, and it comes from
examining our brokenness. Nouwen would write, “Our brokenness is truly ours. Nobody else’s. We
are all broken people. Yet when we embrace our brokenness as truly ours, to face it squarely and befriend it, some things begin to happen.” We take a step closer to joy and peace.
One of the first steps in healing is not to step away from the pain but step toward it. The deep truth is
that our human suffering need not be an obstacle to the joy and peace we so desire. It can become
instead the means to it. This means talking about our lives and our uniqueness. It means celebrating
the joys of life, yet embracing the sorrow found in our lives and others.
Most of the time our interactions with others cover up our brokenness. We put on our smiles, tell others how good our lives are and escape the hardcore reality that we are human beings fills with the
good and the bad.
I recognize that we must feel safe when sharing our brokenness, but Nouwen offers a perspective worthy of consideration.
As followers of Jesus Christ, we are firm in our resolve that we are loved by Jesus Christ and called to
love others and love God. Yet, as Christians we are as broken as Jesus Christ was when he took on the
religious and government authorities and was bruised for our sins. The brokenness of Christ and humanity was most evident on the cross. Yet, the hope of Christ offered to humanity was on the cross as
well. The joy of the resurrection soon followed.
I highly recommend a book related to the spiritual journey. Life of the Beloved by Nouwen is a worthy
read.
Blessings!
Mark
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Christian Education

If you signed up to write a devotion for our Advent Devotional Book please note that your
entries are due by November 6. If you can not remember which scripture you chose please
contact Susie at sbaxterfpc@gmail.com or call 388-1985.

The Women’s Retreat scheduled for November 11-12 at NaCoMe Camp and Conference
Center has been postponed.

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Studies
Monday Circle-Meets the second Monday of each month at 1:00 PM in
the Chapel. Contact Sue Halstead or Nancy Wells for more information.
Tuesday Circle-Meets the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM in
various homes. Contact Cathy McDonald for more information.

Congregational Care
NOVEMBER MEMORIALS
In memory of Nancy Dale by: Thursday Bridge Club, Vicky
Potts, Robert B. Sweeney, Gloria & Frank Dale, Jean Mac
Ball, Eva & Don Crichton, Murphy, Cox, Franks, & Lasater,
Susan & Otey Walker, Phyllis Parks, Becky Thomas, Kathie
Whitwell, Phyllis Herrmann, Betty Sloan, Celia Ridley,
Suzanne & Houston Parks, Roben & Dalton Mounger, Mr.
& Mrs. Ron Neal, Carroll & Joe Kilgore, Jade & Bruce
Kayser, Donna & Ralph Barr, Martha Kelley, Pat & Mark

Bridges, Brenda Martin, Linda Gary Montgomery
In memory of Will Green by: Gloria & Frank Dale, Jean Mac Ball, Roben & Dalton Mounger, Carroll & Joe
Kilgore, Jennie & Al Harlan, Pat & Mark Bridges
In memory of Martha Jane Hines by: Jean Mac Ball, Brenda Martin
In memory of Kay Baxter by: Jean Mac Ball
In memory of Martha Duncan (sister-in-law of Dorothy Duncan) by: Cindy & Jack Baxter
In memory of Henry Jones by: Jean Mac Ball, Brenda Martin
In memory of Bonnie Fleming Wilson (daughter of James Fleming) by: Donna & Ralph Barr, Sue Dunnebacke, Carroll & Joe Kilgore, Pat & Mark Bridges

Memorials to the John Satterwhite Endowment Fund
In memory of Nancy Dale, Will Green, Martha Jane Hines, Kay Baxter by: Argie Satterwhite
In memory of Nancy Dale by: Cindy & Jack Baxter
In memory of Mary Elizabeth Huettner (mother of Heather Harms) by: Cindy & Jack Baxter
In memory of Bonnie Fleming Wilson (daughter of James Fleming) by: Cindy & Jack Baxter
In memory of Nancy Dale by: Sue & Ken Brinkley

A donation has been given to the John Satterwhite Endowment Fund by: Lee Brown

Poinsettias
Would you like to purchase poinsettia to be used in the sanctuary
during the holiday season? The cost this year is $10.00. Envelopes
will be placed on the front pews on November 13 & 20. You may
purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone you love.

Music Director Search

Columbia State Community Choir
Thursday, November 17
1:OO PM
The Columbia State Community Choir will be performing in the sanctuary on November 17 at 1:00 PM.
Everyone is invited and bring a friend.

Youth

Deacons

The People’s Table

FPCC is in charge of The People’s Table for the month of
November. We are looking for volunteers to cook on
November 18th and 25th. We also need volunteers to set
up, serve, and clean up. Please call the church office if you
would like to volunteer. 931-388-19885

Finance

Stewardship
It’s not too late to turn in your pledge for 2023!
Thank you to those that have turned in your pledge card for 2023! If you need a card you may pick one up
in the church office or, you can email Carroll Kilgore at ckilgorefpc@gmail.com. You may also give by going
to our website at www.1stprescolumbia.org and click on the online giving tab.

Fall Festival Fun!
Thank you to the Fellowship Committee, James Fleming, Margaret & Burt Hewgley, our chili cookoff
judges, our costume contest judges, all of our chili cookoff contestants, and Rev. Sarah Kneff, Michael and
Grace for coming to meet us all!

Chili Cook0ff Winners

Costume Contest Winners

1st Place-Terry Hendrickson
2nd Place-Lorie Fisher
3rd Place-(Tie) Jeff Baxter &
Janet McAlister

1st Place-Lilly Allred-Mummy
2nd Place-Carter Sweeney-Bonapart
3rd Place-McKay Perry-Lion
Best Overall-Jack Baxter-Kilt

