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Several years ago, my younger daughter Ashley had talked with my wife, Toby to say that she was planning 
to drive up to Huntsville, Alabama where we lived at the time and surprise me for my birthday.  Toby was 
very excited as was Ashley. 

It was going to be a beautiful weekend and the drive for Ashley (a student at the time at the University of 
South Alabama in Mobile) would be about a 4 or 5 hour drive.  The plans were set. 

Ashley embarked on her journey.  She was doing well until just past Exit 212 on I-65.  She was attempting to 
pass a semi-tractor trailer when her left rear tire blew out.  In attempt to correct the car which was next to 
the semi traveling at 75 miles an hour, she hit the undercarriage of the trailer and went flying off into the 
median flipping two times before landing upside down. 

Ashley was naturally on the phone with one of her friends at the time and her friend Molly heard a scream 
with the phone suddenly going silent.  Molly quickly called Toby. 

Over the course of an hour, we finally reached the Alabama State Troopers who told us Ashley was in an  
accident and had been transported to the hospital.  Her condition was unknown.  We were told the freeway 
was stopped in both directions for more than hour. 

Some of us have endured these types of troubles, but it was easily one of the most frightening experiences 
of my life.  When I heard the news, I was the one who would travel about two hours to the hospital. 

On the way down, all kinds of thoughts raced through my head.  What would I find?  Is she okay?  Is she 
hurt?  I was not numb but rather hopeful of a good outcome.  I was definitely anxious and worried. 

When I arrived, Ashley was walking out the emergency room doors.  She had a couple of bumps and few 
scratches but that was it.  She was wearing her seatbelt.  Thank God! 

We all go through difficulties in life.  Rarely do we recognize that God is close at hand to help us.  It turns out 
when the accident occurred, two doctors were in separate cars right behind Ashley.  They stopped and 
helped.  A critical care nurse was on the other side of the freeway.  She stopped.  She held Ashley’s hand as 
the firemen and paramedics tried to free her. 

I don’t like to think much about that story.  It still troubles me.  Sometimes the story leads to many more 
questions that never seem to get answered. 

I do know, however, that as believers in Christ, more is going on around us for our good than we could ever 
have imagined.  And that fills me with a sense a peace and gives me hope.  God is in our midst helping us 
despite the problems that confront us. 

Blessings! 
Mark 
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Finance 

The Children's Choirs will sing an Easter Anthem at the 
10:30 service on Mother's Day; Sunday, May 8. Please 
bring your kids to Wonderful Wednesdays and Sunday 
School if you would like them to participate! 

The Youth Singers will join the Chancel Choir on  
Sunday, May 15 to sing an Anthem in solidarity for 
Ukraine at the 10:30 service. 



 Congregational Care 

Memorials  

John Satterwhite Endowment Fund 

In honor of Brenda Callahan by: Argie Satterwhite 

In memory of Kay Baxter by: Cindy & Jack Baxter 

In memory of Henry Jones by: Cindy & Jack Baxter 

 Memorials 

In memory of Kay Baxter by: Sue & Ken Brinkley 

In memory of Russell Caffy (brother of Karen Vest) by: Argie Satterwhite 

In memory of Mary Jane Miles by: Ann Lewis 

In memory of Homer Martin by: Ann Lewis 

In memory of Henry Jones (son of Martha & Chopper Jones by: Gloria & Frank Dale, Robert 

Barrow Sweeney, Sue Dunnebacke, Sharon & Paul Messick, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Neal, Sue & Ken 

Brinkley 

A donation has been given to the church for Vacation Bible School in memory of Eleanor  

Ryburn Nichol Sweeney (grandmother of Robert Barrow Sweeney) given by: Robert Barrow 

Sweeney 

A donation has been given to the Church Flower Fund in memory of Eleanor Ryburn Nichol 

Sweeney (grandmother of Robert Barrow Sweeney) given by: Robert Barrow Sweeney 

A donation has been given to the church by: Delta Kappa Gamma for use of the Fellowship 

Hall 

Chancel Flowers for 2022 

The calendar for placing flowers in the Sanctuary  for 2022 is now  

available on the table in the Education Wing. To secure your date please sign 

up now.  



 
Christian Education  

Let’s get ready to go off road for a Monumental Adventure! 

Vacation Bible School 

June 27-30 

Join us as we explore the colorful canyons and sunbaked trails of the southwest and learn 

about the greatness of God’s love! Each day we will learn about the story of Joseph and his 

family and that God  is with us everywhere, He is in charge, He is surprising, and He loves us 

no matter what!  

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 

Please click on the link below to register your child or to volunteer: 

https://vbspro.events/p/fpcc2022 

Classes are available for children in preschool through rising fifth grade. Our preschool class 

will join us for opening and closing but will be self contained for activities. Children in  

Kindergarten through rising fifth grade will travel to activities in combined age crews.  

As always, we encourage our youth in rising sixth through twelfth grade to sign up to be  

assistant group leaders. 

Please look at the volunteer positions available and prayerfully consider where you would 

like to serve! 



 Christian Education  

Volunteer Positions 

Register on-line  

https://vbspro.events/p/fpcc2022 

Lead children at opening and closing each day, introduce 

the Bible point, Bible verse, Bible memory buddy, and sing 

fun songs before sending them on their way.  

Imagination Station is where kids use different  

sciency-fun gizmos each day to experiment, explore and 

discover Bible truths in fascinating ways. 

Lead the children in a hands on experience teaching the 

Bible story each day and connect the Bible story to real life 

experiences.  

Lead children in using the Bible to find and read each day’s 

Bible verse. After children have watched an  

inspiring true story reinforce the daily Bible verse. 

Lead children in games that connect with the daily Bible 

point. Each day there are three fun games to choose from.  

 

Help prepare and serve  snacks for the children each day. 

Lead children 3-5 years old in a special program of their 

own! Preschoolers will gather with the older kids at Sing 

and Play Celebration and then go to Little Kids Depot for 

activities.  

Lead your crew of up to ten mixed age children (along with 

an assistant) through the seven stations each day, helping 

them complete the activities in each station.  

Crew Leaders 

Assist the adult crew leader in helping the  

children with daily activities. 
Assistant Crew Leaders 



 

Fellowship 

The last Wonderful Wednesday of the season is 

Wednesday, May 11. 

Many thanks to the Fellowship Committee an 

especially Brenda Callahan for the wonderful meals 

we have had this year! 

 Session 

Anna Grace Taylor, Molly Potts, Mark Bridges & Lilly Allred 

Congratulations Confirmands! 

At the May 2 Session meeting  Mark Bridges 

presented the Confirmation Class of 2022 to 

the session. Each young lady gave their 

statements of faith to the session after a 

year long class taught by Mark Bridges. They 

will be confirmed on Sunday, June 5 at Camp 

NaCoMe.  

Fellowship 



 
Mission 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR UKRAINE  

On Monday, May 2, the Session voted to approve a motion from the Mission Committee to hold a special 
offering for The Outreach Foundation for Ukraine relief. We will be collecting this offering beginning Sunday, 
May 8 through Sunday, June 5. If you would like to give to this special offering you may place your  
contribution in the offering plate, mail your check to the church office, or donate through the church website 
on the on-line giving portal. Please make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church and designate 
Ukraine Appeal on all donations.  
Our Transitional Pastor, Rev. Mark Mueller is the Executive Director of the Outreach Foundation. To learn 
more about the work The Foundation is doing for those fighting against the invasion of their nation as well as 
those who are sheltering in place or fleeing to safe  
havens please visit the Foundation’s website at: 

www.theoutreachfoundation.org 

 Deacons 
The My Ride program for Maury County is now operated by the Maury County 

Senior Citizens Center. This program assists residents by supplying transportation 

to doctor appointments and other essential visits within the county. This program 

is in need of volunteers who can offer time and assistance to those who are una-

ble to make arrangements on their own.  

Contact Terri Thompson, who directs this program, at 931-307-5307 if you can 

help out a few hours per month. 

The Maury County Senior Citizens would like to extend our sincere  

appreciation to the Deacons and the members of the congregation for the 

Easter meals for our Meals on Wheels recipients.  

We heard nothing but rave reviews from our seniors. We are indebted to you 

for your kindness and support of our older adults in Columbia. 



Tessa Butler 
Daughter of  

Blair & Lisa Butler 

 

Zane Hargrove 
Son of 

Jeff Hargrove &  
Lisa Rice Lovett 

Katherine Green 
Daughter of 

Will & Penny Green 
Granddaughter of  

Dick Green 

Sydney King 
Daughter of Tricia Taggart 

& Brian King 

 

Louis Maddox 
Son of Lee & Alicia Maddox 

Patton Powers 
Daughter of Reams & 

Carey Powers 

Senior Recognition Sunday 

May 8-10:30 Service 


