
  

Jennie . . .  

 
¶ Earned her Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary. 

¶ Received the Presbyterian Leadership Award and the Jagow Prize in Preaching.  

¶ Served as Interim Senior Director of Youth Mission and Ministry at University Presbyterian Church,  

leading a youth program of 200 students, 25 volunteers, and 10 full-time staff. 

¶ Has led small and large groups of youth on mission trips to Mexico, Ecuador, Scotland, New York City,  

San Francisco, and Los Angeles. 
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We asked you to name the top five things you wanted in an  

associate pastor.  Soon we had a list of forty-two characteristics!  

However, two requirements emerged as priorities.  You wanted 

a pastor withðas one of you put itða ñgenuine zeal and ability 

to work with youthò and a great preacher.  As we read personal 

information forms (PIFs), talked with candidates, and listened 

to sermons, any candidate who was not genuinely enthusiastic 

and experienced at working with youth or who did not preach 

compelling sermons was dropped from consideration.  Soon  

we found ourselves measuring everyone against one particular 

candidate who met those two criteria plus most of the other for-

ty-two.  She was among the first to apply and she lived very far 

away, but, to a person, we felt God had placed her in our path.  

At our request, Joe participated in each crucial step in the  

decision process.  He agreed that we had found the one. 
 

 Today the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee is pleased 

to nominate 

 Jennie Koth Barber  
 

for her first, ordained call as Associate Pastor to First  

Presbyterian Church, Columbia, Tennessee. 

I would like to serve a church  in which Godªs radical love  
poured out in Jesus Christ serves as a catalyst for transformational life and 

ministry. . . .   Commitment to those whom Christ refused to ignoreēspecially 
the poor and the oppressedīs reflected in the  

activities of the community.  Ultimately, it joyfully proclaims  
the reality of Godªs transformative reign in the world. 

 

 -- from Jennieªs Personal Information Form 

APNC Observations 
 

 We believe Jennie has a genuine calling to pastor youth 
and preach the gospel to all generations. Her perspective 

includes an appreciation for the traditional forms of  

worship enjoyed at 1st Pres., enthusiasm for the appeal 

and convenience technology offers for communicating 

ðwith youth especiallyðand a love and curiosity for 

other cultures experienced through her mission work and 

travels. The APNC is pleased to offer Jennie her first 

ordained call. We have faith that God has prepared Jen-

nie, Joe, and our church to travel the same path for a 

while, learning from one another and serving together as 

Christ in the world. 
 

 Jennie . . . 
 

¶  is a confident speaker and delivers sermons excep-

tionally well. 

¶ is a good storyteller, energetic and personable. 

¶ has confidence and a strong sense of humor. 

¶ strives for a deep connection with the youth and  

their families through involvement both inside and 

outside the church. 

¶ is thoughtful in her decisions and well versed in 

scripture. 

¶ loves to experience how mission work affects those 

serving as well as those being served. 

¶ believes youth as well as adults are called to be 

Christ's disciples to the community and the world. 

¶ has a deep understanding of Presbyterian theology. 

¶ is keenly aware of the interests and maturity levels 

of middle and high school students. 

¶ is sincere in her love and commitment to serve 

Christ's church in all its variety. 

¶ feels like a natural fit for our Churchðwith her  

commitment to pastor all generations and a special 

love for pastoring youth. 

 

  
Associate Pastor Nominating Cmte. 

 

¶ Beth Patton, Chair 

¶ Pam Hanners, Secretary 

¶ Carrie Lancaster 

¶ Lee Maddox 

¶ Hannah Richardson 

¶ Rhodes Scott 

The Barber Family 
 

I met my husband Drew through mutual friends.   

Although he is originally from Michigan, Drew  

had moved to the Seattle area for work and started to 

attend a church with many of my friends from college.  

We were introduced at a local art walk, but the most 

exciting thing about that initial meeting was the tater 

tots at dinner. We continued to cross paths, and Drew 

eventually convinced me to go out on a date. 
 

 He did some great research and took me to my  

favorite dessert place.  Instead of the standard flowers, 

he bought me a Snuggie since I was always cold.  

From that point on, we started spending a lot of time 

together.  A few days before I left on a youth mission 

trip, we got engaged on the beach in California.  Our 

wedding was August 28, 2010, and weôve been  

enjoying the adventures of newly married lifeð

including travels to Thailand, Aruba, Mexico, and all 

over the U.S. Thanks to Drewôs job as a sales territory 

manager for a flooring company, we get to use lots of 

frequent flier miles on our trips. 
 

 After extensive searching through the local animal 

shelters, we found a black lab mix who seemed like 

the perfect addition to the family.  Steve loves swim-

ming, playing fetch, going on walks, and cuddling. 



Jennieôs Path to Pastor and Youth Minister Statement of Faith:  Jennie Barber 

Jennie . . . 
 

¶ is a skilled preacher  

who exhibits theological 

reflection. 

¶ is a great teacher. 

¶ is passionate about serving 

Christ in the community. 

¶ is obviously exceptional. 

¶ is smart, astute, and funny. 

¶ has fabulous organizational 

and planning skills. 

¶ cares deeply about church 

members. 

¶ grows with her experiences. 

¶ has a manner that draws 

people to her. 

¶ values family and all the 

generations it includes. 

¶ You could not go wrong 

with hiring someone like 

Jennie. She's excellent. 

What References Say 
I believe the Triune God has been and continues to be active in  

human history.  Although God is beyond our limited understanding, I 

believe God does not remain hidden and unknowable by humans.  We 

see in the story of Israel, and ultimately in the life of Jesus Christ that 

God is a God who desires to be present.  God seeks relationship with 

those created in the divine image and entrusted with the unique task of 

stewardship of Godôs creation. 
 

 As we read the Old and New Testaments, we encounter Godôs faithful-

ness to the covenant with Israel.  Although Israel constantly turns from 

God, God remains faithful and calls Israel back to relationship. I  

believe God ultimately fulfills the covenant with Israel in Jesus Christ 

the incarnate One, fully human and fully divine.  As he preached the 

good news, performed miracles, taught men and women by word and 

example, and healed the broken and oppressed, Jesus Christ experi-

enced the full range of the human life on earth.  Although Jesus is able 

to fully identify with the totality of human experience, I believe he 

lived a sinless life.  After willingly enduring torture, suffering, and 

death on a cross in the place of sinful humanity, Jesus was raised from 

the dead. In Christ, we see and experience Godôs radical love and are 

restored to the fullness of life for which we were created. God, holy and 

perfect, draws near to us and declares we are a new creation, free from 

the power of sin and death.  As I think about the myriad of identities 

offered to us by our culture, the identity we are given in Jesus Christð

beloved, healed, renewedðis truly good news. 
 

 As we grow in our journey of discipleship, I believe the Holy Spirit 

enables us to experience the transforming power of Godôs grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ.  The Spirit gives us gifts for the building 

up of the church and sends us into the world to participate in Godôs 

kingdom work, started with the ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 

 Although it has been anything but perfect, I believe in the church,  

the community of faith established by Jesus Christ and sustained by the 

Holy Spirit.  In a world that often lacks genuine community, I believe 

God can use the church to bring the justice, mercy, compassion,  

redemption, healing, and love that are the foundations of Godôs king-

dom to realization. I believe the church exists, not just for those of us 

on the ñinside,ò but also for those to whom Christ sends us. What an 

awesome privilege it is to participate in Godôs work in the world,  

sharing hope, love, and forgiveness. 

 

  

I was born and raised in the Pacific North-
west.  Growing up, attending Catholic Mass 

was part of our family tradition.  In middle 

school, friends invited me to their youth 

group at an evangelical Presbyterian church.  

The promise of ice cream hooked me, but as 

I began to regularly participate in youth  

activities, I started to explore faith in Jesus 

Christ in a different way.  My family even-

tually joined me at my new church home, 

and I continued to grow in my love for 

scripture, my desire to serve others, and my 

appreciation for the gift of community. 

 

 During my first year at Seattle Pacific University, I explored many traditions while look-

ing for a church home.  My active participation in the college ministry at University  

Presbyterian Church led me towards worship with the congregation on Sunday.  I found a 

spiritual and theological home in the Reformed tradition.  At the same time, my ambitions 

of becoming a marketing executive were fading as I engaged in a variety of campus  

ministry leadership positions.  Pastoral ministry was not on the horizon yet, but I was  

discovering gifts I didnôt know I had and finding so much joy as I led small groups,  

mentored younger women, and eventually changed my major to theology. 

 

 As much as I would have liked it, my call to ministry did not arrive through a flashing  

heavenly billboard.  Rather, God used experiences and people to show me that I was being 

called to be a pastor.  Serving as an intern with youth ministry programs before and during 

seminary at Princeton provided opportunities by which God shaped and prepared me to 

serve the church.  Experiences in South Africa and Harborview Medical Center helped me 

discover a desire to lead others as we participate in Godôs kingdom work on earth and  

embody the hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

 Throughout my journey, God continually uses young people to encourage, teach, and  

surprise me.  Iôve been blessed to watch youth courageously share with a roomful of peers 

how God has worked in their struggles.  Questions asked in confirmation class have  

challenged me to think more deeply about my own faith.  Seeing youth and adults work 

side by side to build houses in five days gives me hope for the church.  Paul told his 

young partner in ministry, Timothy, ñLet no one despise your youth, but set the believers 

an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.ò This is my prayer and hope 

for young people.  I am deeply committed to ministry with youth and their familiesð 

I believe God is doing something amazing in and through them and I am privileged to be a 

part of it. 

Jennie 


